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ance, we shall not fail in the serious duty which we
have before us.

6 We have described to your Grace the dangers and
difficulties which, in our opinion, surround our present
position* We must, however, in conclusion, assure
your Grace that, notwithstanding the somewhat gloomy
picture we have been obliged to draw, the general
aspect of affairs inspires us with the fullest confidence
in the future prosperity of India.

* We   entertain   no   apprehension  of foreign   in-
vasion  or domestic disturbance.    For all purposes
of defence,  and for the preservation of peace, our
Military  and  Police  organizations  are  strong   and
efficient.

'The splendid revenue of the Empire is contributed
by a population which, compared with that of other
countries, is lightly taxed. As was proved by the
success of our late loan, the credit of India never
stood higher.

* The  enriching and civilising effects of the great
Railway and Irrigation Works which have within the
last twenty years been constructed, are beginning to
be felt throughout the length and breadth of the land.

'By the blessing of Providence, with the seasonable
and plentiful rainfall of the last few weeks, all danger
of famine, and of the continuance of the late severe
distress, has passed away,

' The steady rise which has taken place In the value
of labour must ere long materially increase the wealth
and contentment of the people.

1 With us then it rests, by careful administration,